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 	 In	July	2014	Response	to	Intervention	became	the	sole	way	of	identifying	students	with	learning	disabilities	in	the	state	of	Tennessee	(Tennessee	Department	of	Education,	2015).	The	implementation	of	RTI	had	three	primary	goals.	The	first	goal	is	a	more	accurate	identification	of	students	with	learning	disabilities.	By	going	through	the	tiered	framework	with	intensive,	individualized	instruction,	students	with	learning	difficulties	can	be	distinguished	from	those	with	a	true	learning	disability.	The	second	goal	of	implementation	is	the	ability	to	identify	and	help	close	skills	gaps	for	all	students.	The	framework	gives	all	students	the	opportunity	to	receive	intensive,	individualized	instruction	for	remediation	that	they	otherwise	might	not	get	unless	identified	as	in	need	of	special	education	services.	Third,	the	framework	provided	teachers	with	the	ability	to	identify	students	earlier	to	receive	the	intensive,	individualized	instruction	in	an	effort	to	prevent	skills	gaps	in	later	grades.	By	beginning	screening	in	kindergarten	teachers	can	identify	students	who	need	more	support	in	gaining	essential	early	skills.			 The	changes	required	with	the	implementation	of	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework	have	brought	an	added	responsibility	to	the	regular	education	teacher.	The	role	of	the	teacher	can	vary	widely	within	the	framework.	Teachers	can	be	the	primary	interventionist,	providing	intervention	to	students	in	all	tiers	for	both	reading	and	math.	
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Their	role	can	also	be	limited	to	the	facilitator	of	the	services.	After	administering	a	universal	screener	the	teacher	indicates	to	the	interventionist	the	need	for	services.		(Tennessee	Department	of	Education,	2015).		Despite	the	role	of	the	teacher,	the	outcomes	of	intervention	can	be	noticed	during	the	core	instruction.	Johnston	(2010)	noted	that	the	most	important	assessment	is	one	conducted	by	the	teacher	in	identifying	what	a	student	understands	and	can	do.	Regular	educators	are	considered	the	leaders	of	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework;	therefore,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	perception	they	have	on	the	effectiveness	of	an	initiative	that	has	impacted	many	aspects	of	their	daily	teaching	(Tennessee	Department	of	Education,	2015;	Werts	&	Carpenter,	2013).	The	overall	purpose	of	this	study	is	to	identify	whether	teachers	perceive	Response	to	Intervention	as	an	effective	model	for	closing	skills	gaps	for	students,	more	accurately	identifying	students	with	a	learning	disability,	and	identifying	students	with	reading	difficulties	at	an	earlier	age.				 Research	Questions	
 The	following	research	questions	were	created	to	guide	this	study	of	K-8	regular	education	teachers’	perceptions	of	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework.			1. Do	teachers	perceive	Response	to	Intervention	as	effective	to	a	significant	extent?		2. Is	there	a	significant	difference	in	the	perceptions	of	Response	to	Intervention	between	teachers	in	city	districts	and	those	in	county	districts?		
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 The	following	delimitations	were	set	for	the	purpose	of	this	study:	1. Research	was	limited	to	regular	education	teachers	who	taught	in	kindergarten	through	eighth	grade.		2. Participants	surveyed	were	limited	to	four	East	Tennessee	school	districts.			 Limitations	
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 	 The	findings	and	conclusions	of	this	study	have	identified	the	following	recommendations	for	practice	regarding	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework.		1. 	The	significant	difference	in	the	perceived	effectiveness	between	teachers	teaching	in	primary	grades	and	those	teaching	in	middle	grades	indicated	that	there	should	be	further	analysis	of	programs	in	the	primary	setting	and	those	in	the	middle	grades	setting.	District	and	state	leaders	should	determine	factors	that	may	affect	the	perceptions	that	teachers	have	of	the	program.	Professional	development	that	is	specifically	geared	to	RTI	in	the	middle	school	setting	is	also	recommended.		2. The	significant	difference	perceived	between	those	teaching	in	primary	grades	and	those	teaching	in	middle	grades	indicate	that	there	is	also	a	need	of	review	of	guidelines	for	middle	and	secondary	grades	RTI.	State	and	district	leaders	should	determine	if	guidelines	in	place	are	following	best	practices	for	implantation	of	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework	in	the	middle	and	secondary	school	settings.			
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3. District	leaders	should	inquire	as	to	why	teachers	do	not	feel	as	if	RTI	is	effective	in	the	accurate	identification	of	students	with	disabilities.	Determining	whether	it	is	the	particular	processes	of	the	framework	that	they	feel	is	impeding	the	success	of	that	particular	facet	of	the	program	or	whether	teachers	feel	as	if	the	framework	itself	is	not	effective	in	accurate	identification	of	students	with	disabilities	can	help	determine	next	steps.	If	it	is	found	that	teachers	feel	the	processes	associated	with	RTI	are	impeding	the	success	revisions	may	need	to	be	made	to	increase	effectiveness.		4. 		Due	to	the	significant	difference	found	between	those	who	have	taught	5	or	fewer	years	and	those	who	have	taught	6	or	more	years	in	perceptions	of	the	RTI	framework	in	three	of	the	four	areas,	district	leaders	may	want	to	inquire	about	the	perceptions	that	veteran	teachers	have	about	the	RTI	framework.		Professional	development	for	veteran	teachers	may	be	necessary	to	aid	them	in	understanding	the	instructional	shift	and	proper	implementation	if	it	is	found	that	that	is	a	hindrance	in	effectiveness.		5. The	significant	difference	found	between	those	who	have	taught	5	or	fewer	years	and	those	who	have	taught	6	or	more	years	also	prompts	an	inquiry	into	whether	implementation	of	RTI	is	different	between	the	groups.	Determining	the	use	of	resources	as	well	as	the	ability	to	use	resources	given	effectively	may	provide	understanding	to	difference	in	perceptions.		6. Although	there	was	not	a	significant	difference	in	perceptions,	those	teaching	in	city	schools	did	perceive	the	RTI	framework	to	be	more	effective	than	those	teaching	in	
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county	schools.	District	leaders	should	investigate	practices	and	resources	being	used	within	the	city	districts	that	could	increase	effectiveness	of	the	RTI	program.		7. Because	of	the	varied	learning	styles	of	teachers,	it	would	be	recommended	to	provide	multiple	types	of	professional	development	over	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework.	This	could	include	providing	training	that	is	web-based	as	well	as	provided	face-to-face.		8. Professional	development	could	be	more	beneficial	if	broken	down	into	specific	topics	dealing	with	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework.	By	breaking	down	the	specific	areas	of	Response	to	Intervention,	teachers	could	select	the	areas	they	felt	least	prepared	to	implement	for	training	which	would	provide	more	time	for	in	depth	coverage	of	the	area.			 Recommendations	for	Future	Research		
 	 The	results	of	this	study	indicate	that	K-8	regular	education	teachers	perceived	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework	to	be	effective	overall.	They	also	perceive	it	to	be	effective	in	closing	skills	gaps	and	aiding	in	the	early	identification	of	students	with	learning	difficulties.	The	following	are	recommendations	for	future	research.	1. Teachers	did	not	perceive	RTI	effective	to	a	significant	extent	in	aiding	in	the	accurate	identification	of	students	with	learning	disabilities.	Studies	to	further	investigate	the	perception	of	a	lack	of	effectiveness	in	accurate	identification	of	students	with	learning	disabilities	is	recommended.		2. Conducting	a	mixed	methods	study	to	determine	if	there	is	a	correlation	between	a	teachers’	perceptions	of	the	program	and	the	growth	outcomes	of	his	students.	This	
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would	help	gain	insight	to	whether	perceptions,	negative	or	positive,	affected	student	outcomes	in	the	same	direction.		3. An	investigation	to	determine	if	there	is	difference	in	the	practices	and	resources	of	those	with	a	positive	perception	of	RTI	and	those	with	a	negative	perception	of	RTI	would	be	beneficial.	Understanding	the	differences	would	help	determine	if	there	are	any	patterns	related	to	positive	perceptions	and	negative	perceptions.	A	study	such	as	this	may	provide	insight	when	deciding	best	practices	and	resources.		4. Expand	the	sample	to	include	various	districts	across	Tennessee	that	are	at	different	stages	of	the	implementation	process	as	well	as	those	with	varying	demographics	to	determine	if	the	perception	of	effectiveness	is	affected.	This	would	aid	in	determining	the	need	for	support	in	areas	with	a	specific	demographic	and	parts	of	implementation	if	a	difference	is	found.		5. Future	research	should	also	include	investigating	whether	the	average	number	of	students	placed	in	special	education	services	has	declined	or	increased	due	to	the	use	of	RTI.	This	would	help	in	determine	whether	RTI	is	increasing	or	decreasing	identification	of	students	with	learning	disabilities.		6. A	comparison	of	the	average	age	of	students	placed	in	special	education	before	and	after	implementation	of	RTI	would	also	be	beneficial	research.	This	research	would	potentially	indicate	whether	students	were	receiving	special	education	services	earlier	in	their	career	due	to	the	RTI	framework.		7. Further	comparisons	of	perceptions	of	special	education	teachers	and	regular	education	teachers	could	be	beneficial	to	understanding	where	differences	exist	
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Appendix	B		Teacher	Consent	Form				Dear	Participant,			 My	name	is	Whitney	Bruner	and	I	am	a	doctoral	candidate	in	the	Educational	Leadership	and	Policy	Analysis	(ELPA)	program	at	East	Tennessee	State	University	(ETSU).	I	am	currently	conducting	research	for	my	dissertation.	The	title	of	my	dissertation	is	Response	to	Intervention:	K-8	Regular	Education	Teachers’	Perspectives.			 The	purpose	of	this	study	is	to	identify	whether	teachers	perceive	the	Response	to	Intervention	framework	as	effective.	In	addition	to	determining	whether	teachers	perceive	the	framework	effective	overall,	it	will	also	identify	whether	teachers	perceive	the	framework	to	be	effective	in	the	following	ways:	1)	more	accurately	identifying	students	with	learning	disabilities,	2)	closing	skills	gaps	for	students,	3)	early	identification	of	students	with	learning	difficulties.		I	would	like	to	give	teachers	a	brief	survey	using	Survey	Monkey.	It	should	only	take	5-10	minutes	to	complete.	You	will	select	your	degree	of	agreement	to	statements	about	the	Response	to	Intervention	(RTI)	framework.	Since	this	study	deals	with	perceptions,	no	risk	to	participants	is	expected.	However,	this	study	can	be	beneficial	by	adding	to	the	current	literature	about	the	RTI	framework.			 Your	confidentiality	will	be	maintained	to	the	degree	permitted	by	the	technology	used.	Specifically,	no	guarantees	can	be	made	regarding	the	interception	of	data	sent	via	the	Internet	by	any	third	parties,	as	is	the	case	with	emails.	Every	effort	will	be	made	to	ensure	that	names	are	not	attached	to	any	responses.	Survey	Monkey	has	security	features	that	will	be	enabled,	such	as	SSL	encryption	software,	to	reduce	this	risk.	There	will	also	not	be	collection	of	IP	addresses.	Although	your	rights	and	privacy	will	be	maintained,	the	ETSU	IRB	and	personnel	particular	to	this	study	(myself	and	faculty	adviser	Dr.	Virginia	Foley)	will	have	access	to	the	study	records.			 Participation	is	completely	voluntary	and	the	decision	to	decline	participation	will	not	effect	you	negatively.	You	will	have	the	option	to	skip	any	questions	you	feel	uncomfortable	answering,	as	well	as	quit	at	any	time	without	submitting	responses.			 If	you	have	any	research	related	questions	or	problems,	you	may	contact	me,	Whitney	Bruner,	at	bruner@goldmail.etsu.edu.	You	may	also	contact	the	Institutional	Review	Board	(IRB)	at	ETSU	at	(423)	439-0054	if	you	have	any	questions	about	your	right	as	a	research	subject.			Sincerely,			Whitney	Bruner	Ed.	D	Candidate,	ETSU		
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Appendix	C			Response	to	Intervention	Effectiveness	Survey			Demographic	Information		1.	What	is	the	area	in	which	you	provide	intervention	or	the	area	in	which	you	teach?		 ____	Reading		 ____	Math		 ____	Both			2.		What	is	the	county/district	in	which	you	teach?				 ____	Sevier	County					 ____	Carter	County		 ____	Kingsport	City		 ____	Maryville	City		3.		How	many	years	have	you	taught?		 ____	1-5	years		 ____	6-10	years		 ____	11-15	years		 ____	16+	years		4.	What	grade	level	do	you	teach?			 ____	K-2		 ____	3-5		 ____	6-8		5.	What	is	the	highest	degree	you	have	earned?		 ____	Bachelor’s	Degree		 ____	Master’s	Degree		 ____	Educational	Specialist		 ____	Doctor	of	Education			Please	indicate	the	concentration	of	your	graduate	degree.	_________________	Response	to	Intervention	(RTI)	Effectiveness		6.	RTI	is	a	valuable	use	of	my	time	as	a	teacher.							 					1	 	 											2										 											3																			4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly	Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		7.	RTI	is	beneficial	to	my	students'	academic	growth.										 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	
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Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		8.	RTI	has	helped	correctly	identify	students	needing	special	education	services.										 						1	 	 											2																									3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly	Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		9.	RTI	has	helped	to	prevent	students	from	being	misidentified	as	learning	disabled.					 				1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		10.	The	number	of	students	who	have	been	identified	as	learning	disabled	has	decreased.								 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		11.	My	ability	to	differentiate	between	students	with	a	learning	disability	and	those	with								reading	difficulties	has	improved.							 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 									Agree		12.	Assessments	from	RTI	have	encouraged	me	to	utilize	student	data	for	meeting	the								needs	of	students	in	Tier	II	and	III.										 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		13.	Through	RTI	procedures,	I	have	gained	better	insight	that	has	enabled	me	to	become										a	more	effective	teacher.								 						1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree			14.	RTI	should	be	continued	due	to	its	beneficial	factors	on	students'	educations.									 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	
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Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree			15.	Time	allotted	to	Tier	II	students	is	reasonable	to	help	achieve	expected	growth.										 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		16.	Time	allotted	to	Tier	III	students	is	reasonable	to	help	achieve	expected	growth.								 						1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		17.	Too	much	time	is	focused	on	Tier	II	students.						 					1	 	 											2																									3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		18.	Too	much	time	is	focused	on	Tier	III	students.			 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		19.	Tier	I	students	are	not	scoring	as	well	due	to	focus	on	Tier	II	and	III	students.						 				1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree						20.	RTI	has	helped	identify	students	who	have	reading	difficulties	at	an	earlier	age	in								order	to	prevent	skills	gaps.										 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		21.		There	has	been	an	increase	in	the	percentage	of	students	meeting	benchmark	goals														after	receiving	intervention.			 						1	 	 											2																									3																		4	 	 	5	
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Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree			22.	I	feel	adequately	prepared	to	provide	intervention	for	Tier	II	students.						 					1	 	 											2																									3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree			23.	I	feel	adequately	prepared	to	provide	intervention	for	Tier	III	students.		 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		24.	I	have	been	provided	with	support	materials	to	aid	in	providing	intervention	for	Tier												II	and	Tier	III	students.						 					1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		25.	I	have	been	provided	with	support	materials	to	aid	in	providing	intervention	for	Tier											III	students.			 				1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree						26.	Students	are	not	being	identified	as	having	learning	difficulties	earlier	as	a	result	of												using	the	RTI	framework.			 				1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree			27.	I	am	able	to	help	students	at	the	first	signs	of	learning	difficulties.		 				1	 	 											2																										3																		4	 	 	5	
 122	
Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree		28.	As	a	result	of	each	student	taking	a	universal	screener	I	am	able	to											identify	students	with	learning	difficulties	earlier.			 				1	 	 											2																									3																		4	 	 	5	Strongly		 					Disagree	 					Neutral	 		Agree							Strongly		Disagree	 	 	 	 	 	 								Agree			29.	Please	list	any	materials	or	programs	that	are	used	for	Response	to	Intervention										implementation.		30.	Please	add	any	optional,	additional	comments.																														
 123	
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